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Disabled people are underrepresented in sports on various
levels from participant [1-3] to leadership positions in the sport
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disabled people [6] . How media deals with the Paralympics .
slays a big role in the participation of disabled people in sport  Pales ---

1]. Furthermore, quantity and gquality of media coverage of the

Daralympics is one powerful influence on public et ----

representations and attitudes toward sport for people with In media the Paralympics are much less visible and
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disabilities [7]. i ---- underrepresented in comparison to the Olympics (Table 1). In
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. . . . . -- - - - zero and it was as comparably low in the Canadian
chose to investigate .a.) the magety of the qualyr_nmc_s_ gnd IS participant 2 hero™ Newsstand, despite Canada being the hosting nation.
athletes and competitive sport with people with disabilities b)
s . bound 5 :  NYT used extensively stereotypes (Table 3 & 4) to typecast
extraordin y yp yp

\S?_?_'L'rtgmozg;hll_etfjav;'th disabilities through the lens of the -- athletes with disabllities as: charitable, vulnerable, supercrip,

the views and hopes of athletes with disabllities and c) the
' cripple® - achieveme his/her own enemy, unable to participate in activities of daily
Keywords Number of articles (Name of ProQuest database) . nt 3 1 2 4 living, liberation tools (such as wheelchair) as negative (i.e.

confine* overcome/ wheelchair ‘confined’ or ‘bound’).
unusual * Very few Paralympians were covered by name (Table 4 ).
conquer™ 1 » Difference in coverage existed based on the label of
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Paralympic 122 208 20,993 Table 3. Visibility of supercrip stereotype mpairment’ (Table 2).

_ Table 2. Visibility of stereotypes of Paralympians exhibiting terms in NYT emphasizing
Olympic 162,208 38,267 >70,099 remained throughout NYT downplaying the winning language and perceiving disability
competitive ness of Paralympics and its athletes. as negative.
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Results:

NYT 1851-2007 NYT 1980-2011 Canadian
Newsstand

« N =42 articles highlighted that Paralympians wanted to
compete in the Olympics. The NYT discussed Paralympians

Paralympics 146 177 10,709 (N = 5) who competed in the Olympics.

A frequency and content analysis was conducted of the NYT to
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